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the Natural Christian would soon discern to be
such. The orthodox looked forward to this
event as the consummation of a spiritual
tragedy ; the non-theistic school looked forward
to it as the consummation of an intellectual en-
franchisement : they both looked forward to this
conclusion, whether for bad or good, as inevit-
able.

With this  view we have always ourselves
agreed.    Natural Christianity, as we have said
before, has numbered amongst its followers many
eminent men, and, what is more than that, many
noble and many excellent men.    Of this fact we
are perfectly well aware.    The author of i Ecce
Homo' seems to us to be a marked example of
it, and we fully appreciate the high qualities that
are in question.    But between the men and their
theories we draw a sharp distinction ; and our
strong moral respect for the one is not at all in-
compatible with  intellectual  contempt for the
other.    We have always held that the theory of
Natural Christianity was bound, sooner or later,
to find its adherents out; that it would force on
their convictions its own logical consequences ;
that,   by the  only  methods  which  they  con-
sidered  valid, it  would rob them of the only